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Citizenship in the Pre- University Stage in Egypt:
It's Principles and Elements of the Enhancement
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Summary:

The aim of this research paper is to investigate the principles of
citizenship and the elements of enhancing the virtues of citizenship among
students of pre-university education in Egypt. To achieve such objectives,
the adopted approach in the research has been the historical curriculum
which is used in defining and identifying the formation and evolution of the
concept of social citizenship. Moreover, the descriptive curriculum has also
been adopted in the analysis to define the nature and importance of pre-
university education. The findings of the paper have reached the following
conclusions:

- Pre-university education is attended by approximately 90% of school-
age adults; this stage is considered the cornerstone of the cultivation
of a spirit of citizenship and tolerance, non-violence, the
understanding of the foundations of freedom and justice as far as
rights and duties are concerned, and implanting a sense of
responsibility towards the nation and citizens alike. In this sense, the
culture of such education, therefore, affects a broad segment of
society.

- The concept of social citizenship has evolved towards cultural
recognition; instead of distribution justice; especially with the rise of
neoliberal power in societies following the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1989.

- The distribution justice is a prerequisite for cultural recognition; in
other words, enabling different groups in society to have the means of
production is the foundation for the recognition of their cultures.

- Social citizenship is based on three principles: social justice, cultural
recognition and equity in participation, - all three are considered the
pillar of promoting the virtues of citizenship in pre-university
education institutions.

- Enhancing students' citizenship virtues in pre-university education
institutions includes:
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1- The set curricula: in particular, the curricula of both the Arabic
language and history, which should be based on the promotion of
students' cultural identity.

2- The teacher: The teacher plays the greatest role in promoting the
virtues of citizenship. This is achieved through a variety of
practices, most notably:

A. Developing the students' awareness of different cultures and
developing their mental skills necessary for understanding and
appreciating others.

B. Teaching his students how to think critically about the actions
and statements of leaders exercising power on his behalf.

C. Developing the students' abilities to express their views freely
on society's issues.

D. Informing the students of their rights and duties - their
right to social and political equality and equal opportunities- and
training them through the Classroom Board and the Student
School Board elections.

Keywords: social citizenship, the virtues of citizenship, the principles of
.citizenship, the elements of promoting the virtues of citizenship
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